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provinces of the earth are covered with: 


neither war nor famine: has reached our dwellings; 


Our crop has failed in a great meaſure, yet, bleſſed 
be God, we are not without the means of even a 


3 heard 1 in other countries, and N the fret 


comfortable ſubſiſtence; The. cries: of the poor 


are loud and piercing, but they have not been 


heard with indifference.— Other countries have x 


been diſtinguiſhed by one, or by a few of theſe 


re ee . bugs a diſtin ited 
1 portion as our blelünge have e mulliplicd 1 


Let the Hints ver AN: * manner W : 


e 1 TEL © Giſh 275 our em leſ- 
ing, bleſſings confeſſedly of inferior import · 


99% * 0 7 
* 


ance, vapours which diſappear, flowers which are 
ſoon 'rifled of their ſweetneſs. Let me now lead 
| your attention to the religious privileges, by which 

our country is eminently diſtinguiſhed: When 
I look to a map of the world, and behold coun- 
tries populous and highly cultivated, without the 
truth as it is in Jeſus without one drop from 
thoſe money ſtreams which make glad the city 


of 


«© 9 * 2 
| Geese uit ind elted within me.— : 
what'tranſperts inſpire my folds when 1 hs, my 
eyes upon one little and-almoſt inviſible ſpot, and 
| behold the ſources of life pouring themſelves 
down, as if they would empty at once their inex- 
hauſtible ſtores ; when, in the midſt of the un, 
bounded deſolation, I behold ſcenes of delightful 
verdure, the wilderneſs converted into a Fuitful | 
field, and the dry land into ſprings of Water.” — 
But what time wauld be ſufficient to enumerate | 
the ſpititual bleſſings. of Brita? Let our early 
_ deliverance from the daxkneb of Popery, the 
eſtabliſhment of our religious rights at the Revo- 
lution, tbe freedom which we ſtill enjoy to wor- 
e ee the dictates 
of his conſcience, the diligence and fervour with 
which the pure doctrines of the croſs are publith- | 
ed by many. ſerve as a ſpecimen. What returns 1 
have we malle to God far theſe mercies? Alas! 
In the lanil of uprigbtneſs, we have dealt unjuſ- 
A, and wald nat bebold the © majeſty of the 
Lord. The ox knoweth his owner, but we, mare 
boutiſh and ungrateful, have forgotten the mar- 
N our God, r returned them with 


B | ingratitude 


„ ( 10 
ingratitude and difaffeftion.!: O my country, the 
cry is great, and thy ſin is very grievous. What 
land ſo eminent for its privileges, and what land 
7 ſo polluted by the crimes of the inhabitants? ö 
Our 5 4 8 will _— more re Fully, 2 85 Wwe 
conſider, * MOSES BF eee 9 65 1 te 
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* * * 5 Pride has FED Kerbel the 
name of the univerſal paſſion, and is by no means 
peculiar to our country and times. Its connec- 
tion, however, with our whole ſyſtem of thinking 
and acting is fo intimate, that we heſitate not to 
place i it among the peculiar ſins of the age. In 
what period; or in what country has it obtained a 
more extenſive ſpread, or raged with greater vi- 
a Tulenee, and under fuch a multitude of unſuſpect- 
ed appearances ? The decorum, or regard to ſta- 
tion of the great, will often be found ſynonimous 
with a contempt e of their brethren, whom the ſame 
beneficent Creator hath formed, and the ſame al- 
mighty Saviour hath redeemed. | That reſtleſs 
and turbulent ſpirit which began to appear among 
perſons of inferior ſtation, what was it, in general, 
but I under the er rg of public ſpi- 

| nit! 4 


"1 


rit? Joes 01 
| the purpoſes of ambition, a ſpecies of ride 


( 11 1. 
t patriotiſm, often. proſtituted to cake 


knows no bounds, and which ſpares no ſacrifices 
of religion. or of humanity, in order to attain its 


object? Such a patriqtiſm, allow me to remark, 
has given riſe to bloody revolutions, has buried ci- 


ties in ruins, has laid waſte the continent of Eu- 


rope, and conveyed deſolation to diſtant and pa- 


cific nations. Your men of ſcience, under the 
name of philoſophy, or the love of wildom, con- 
ceal a pride of the ſevereſt kind, which heaps up- 


ns Wo 


others the moſt opprobrious names, and will 
en. admit the humble follower of Jeſus into 


the rank of humanity, becauſe poor and unlearn- 


ed. Thus has pride pervaded every order of 
men, and thus is it found under a thouſand mild 


forms. F. or the truth of theſe remarks, 1 appeal 
to your own obſervation and experience. 15 


Would to God, that pride were confined to the 


| ſtate; 3 but, alas! its ravages have extended to the 
church likewiſe. I doubt not, that the pride of 
| gifts has, in many inſtances, led to the unſeriptu- 
ly violence which ſo lately threatened conyulſion 


ice of lay-preaching, and to that unſeem. 


W "5 


which 
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to the chor 
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e experiences. The beſt Fe at ban e 
the moſt humble. haha lene 


Lg n EE by re its m. a 


5 1 of God. Too mh of an often. 
at oy REED it i to de feared, at the | 


is ſeldom ſoli- 
citous of public | 


175 plore the errors of our fellow-Obriſtians, God for- 


bid that we ſhould / exculpate ourſelyes. Who 
can fay, that he is a ſtranger to the VC EY PW FED 


ſpiritual pride? The man bo would dare to | 
make this inſinuation, is one of the pro 


tals whom the earth bears." __ dan ork 


. ee Whit bes bee Geek? 


ſing. 1 do not hete ſpeak of the infidelity of the 


heart; which often min gles with the pureſt exer- - 
ciſes of religion, but of that public ayowed ſcepti- 
ciſ, by which revelation in general is cenfured and 
rejected. The goſpel, which contains ſucheminent 
diſplays of infinite grace, and ſuch endearing re- 
preſentations of eternal life through Jeſus Chriſt, 


4 


- have 
1 ww. * 1 
0 


1 
have been held forts the dreams of enthuſiaſm, 
; or as the ĩmpoſitions of Etifice; Writings, replete 
with impiery;' and ſubverſive of every venerable 
| jon, have been iſſued with a deciſive and 
widinptiant ait, and, whatis worſe; have been read 
with eagerneſs, The loweſt: farcaſms-have been 
received with pprobation, and the groſſeſt ribal- 
dry admired as à folid refutation of thoſe great 
ae on which hue! deareſt hopes are founded, 
T0 diſpute againſt Chriſtianity, and to laugh at 


its eee are conſidered by not à few 


as the path to fame, and as the infallible ſymp- 


toms of a ſuperior mind. Happy the age when 


inſidelity was confined to your wits and liber- 

tines in the higher ranks of ſociety Now, alas! 
| the contagion has gone downwards to the lower 
orders; - and it is not uncommon to hear the mean 
eſt mechanic. retailing the indecent remarks of 


the groffer infidels, with a eke and _— Ther 


| LIES ic of his ack Gig. 


* hed 99755 7 Þ . 724 14. 
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ſocieties 


icentioul eee 
its; a moſt alarming degree, Look into the 
Z enn eircles, or rather perhaps into the 


4 "LL 

plote the waage dab, of the, . Win = 
his neighbour in dreſs, in furniture, in the ex- 
pence of his entertainments. Families are thus 
his hire; the food of the indigent is withheld; 
the young are inured to habits which embitter 
| their future lives; premature infirmities are in- 
curred; religion ſuffers; eternity is forgotten; yet 
men proce ne n ofte 
eee os abun eee G1 
Was there ever a ee 36k Poa Pau 
licentious age of the ſecond Charles; when profa- 
nity, intemperance, ſeduction, and other vices, 
againſt which the vengeance of Heaven is de- 
nounced, were ſo common? What ingenious arts 
do men now practice to get rid of time, that moſt 
precious poſſeſſion! Do not plays, muſic, dancing, 
cards, dice, follow in ſuch rapid ſucceſſion, as to 
leave no interval to the ſerious bufineſs of life? 
Or if ſome vacant hours happen to intervene, are 
they not waſted in liſtleſs indolence, or devoted 
to the, . of hiſtories calculated to inflame the 
paſſions, 


„ | 
paſſions, to ebrrupt he heart, under the ſemblance 
i glen; ; at a time, too, when 

the mind, ſoftened by the tender ſtory, is moſt 


5 fepible Muren. * e Wat ws times 


| althy if Thi e 8 
found, thdujh ade Cares tho: 


among the loweſt of the people. It were well if 
your tippling houſes were places of ſocial feſtivity 
only, but they are filled with gameſters, with | 
drunkards, with the pooreſt and moſt profligate 


of mankind. Here, in theſe nurſeries of vice, 


the unſuſpecting are ſeduced, crimes Oo 


ciety are hatched, all kinds of violence and; out- 

rage are prepared, and hence iſſue thoſe ſwarms 

of vagrants with which our ſtreets are infeſted. - 
Our proſperity, it may be. ſaid, e 


an theſe diſorders. Shall we dare to palliate our 


vices, by that which aggravates them in an incon- 
ceivable degree? Shall the kindneſs of Providence, 
intended to lead us to purity, be alledged as an 


apology for our wickedneſs? To what will the 


intalence of ſinners not grow? But God has 


viſited 


of his wickedneF, e What hve I don! * 
455 c bits” nb el aud 
— cceareanteppydtinuiil 
h wailing influence of a worldly ſpirit. The 
things of the world are neceſſary to our com- 
fortable ſubſiſtenoe; and the deſire of pqſſeſſing | 
_ them is not undawful, if Kept within due bound, 
ever, they are deſired too eagerly, or purſued too {| 
Kechlyz when we devote to the apquiſition.ofthem = | 
an undue proportion of our affection and time; 
when we are unwüling to part wich them for the 
purpoſes of Ohriſtian beneficenoe; then may we 
de chargoll with a'worldly'dpitit, A arrow reten- 
tive diſpoſition" is none of the. prevailing vices of 
the N. If there is among us a ſymptam of 
| g religion, it i to be found in the large 
1 been to the indigent. But a paſſion to 
acquire money, to the neglect of our eternal oon - 


e tenacious reten- | 
FLY FOOT 5 | tion 


+ / 5 


8 


| 19) 


tion of it wheri bee and this is perhaps the 
ſtingui ing charaQeriftic of our commercial 


| country. Does not money engroſs the thoughts 
of the greater part? Does it not excite a feveriſh 
tumult in the breaſt of the merchant, of the 
huſbandman, of the mechanie, of almoſt every x 


individual who engages in the tra ns of the 
world ? Does it not tear multitudes, I do not ſay 
from their country, but from the deſire and from 


| the means of religious improvement? Impelled 


by the irrefiſtible paſſion, they explore with | 
eagerneſs ſeas and continents; expoſe themſelves 


without ſhrinking to the dangerous infection of - 


22 . 


ential ſhores, to the tornado of the tropics, 


and to the freezing colds of the higher lati- 
_ tudes; but God and eternity are ſhamefully ne. 


gleted?—What melancholy ſcenes of diſſimu- 
lation, falſehood, and perfidy, do'our exchanges 


and places of public reſort not exhibit? There 


riches are univerſally adored. Security againſt 
future want, a ſuperior ſtation in ſociety, the de- 


| preſſion of a formidable rival, are the pleaſing 


| crowd re the earthly: — and 


\ 


—— — 1 — 


—— — — TER 


— 
— — 


— — Ä IA III Aus oy 


——— — — wa 
— — — eee 


— Re ce a neon 
_. 
* 


— — ene, — 
——— F 
1 9 f 
* net «, 1 
; 
4 4 11 
bl 14 
' 
. 1 
ad * 14 i 
- 11 


— r rr — 
" * s 
—_ W * „ 
. s 
$ 


( 48 ) 
urge to the acquiſition" of wealth, whether by 


| Juſtice or injuſtice. Would to God, that men 
would leave their ſordid paſſion behind them, in 
their houſes, in their ſhops, in their mee of 


commercial intercourſe ; but, alas! it attends | 
them to the cloſet, to the church, and even to 


the altar of God, leaving no place nor time un- 
tainted. Often have good men lamented the 
influence of a worldly ſpirit. Often have the 
inhabitants of Britain been admoniſhed 1 their 


danger, ſpite of all, this ſpirit prevails. 


« unto them that join houſe to nt lay 
* field to field, till there be no place, that they 
* may be placed alone in the earth. Of a truth, 


_ * ſaith the Lord of | hoſts, many houſes ſhall be 


* deſolate, even great and fair without inhabitant.” 
But while we lament the general evil, let us be 


careful to make a particular application to our- 


ſelves. The pooreſt labourer, who is not ſti ” 


Pur diſregarding A he Peha "LO "WW 


fully to the poſſeſſions of another, is no leſs guilty 5 


than the buſy worldling, whoſe heart-is wholly | 
devoted 0 e ee 


| 6. To 


) 


(uw ) 


6. To all theſe prevailing ſins, we add that 
ſpirit of irreligion, w which has been growing upon 
us for a ſeries of years. This ſpirit appears par- 
ticularly. in the practice of profane ſwearing, in 
the omiſſion of family duties, and in the neglect 
of divinely inſtituted / ordinances —Blaſphemy + 
prevails in our ſtreets, and to ſuch a degree, that 
it is ſcarcely poſſible to walk abroad, without 
wn being ſhocked by a multitude of profane oaths, | 
Poor wretches are daily heard venting their fury 
againſt heaven, and i imprecating on themſelyes and 
others that vengeance under which hell trembles. 
Becauſe of ſwearing the land mourns. In re- 
| ſpect of family duties, we are criminally deficient. He | 
4 How few, comparatively, make conſcience of their Pe CORO og 
| vows, and of training up their children in the fear | | 
of the Lord! Through the careleſsneſs of parents, 
multitudes are as ignorant of the ſimpleſt truths 
of religion, as if educated in thoſe deſolate places 
of the earth where the name of Jeſus was never 
heard. Our anceſtors, more pious than we; could: 
redeem many a happy hour for. the purpoſes of 


1 


5 | private devotion; but now a few.moments cannot 
be ſpared from the more intereſting concerns of 
% Bo OAT +; 


the body. Are there not many families in which 7 
the worſhip of God is a mere form, hurried through | 
with indecent ſpeed, or performed with impious 
indifference ? Many families, in which even the 


form is thrown aſide, except perhaps on extraor- 


dinary occaſions, as on the evening of the Sabbath, 
or when labouring under ſevere indiſpoſition? And 


many families more, in which the melody of praiſe 


is never heard ?—How. viſible the growing con- 
tempt of public ordinances! Not to ſpeak of many 
who attend the public ſervices of religion becauſe 
they have been accuſtomed to do ſo, and whoſe 
 levity indicates ſufficiently that their bodies only 
are preſent :| Not to ſpeak of thoſe who, exceed- 
ingly partial in their attendance, deem a very ſmall 
part of the Sabbath enough to be devoted to God, 
are there not multitudes who. do not ſo much as 
think of the public inſtitutions of religion, and 
who can live whole years without appearing in 
the congregation of the faithful? Deplorable 
characteriſtie of the preſent age ! © Surely we are 
« a ſinful people, and laden with iniquity.” 
- Behold then, in the ingratitude, pride, luxury, | 


avarice, and 3 of the times, the great 
„ © ns 


„ „' 
cauſe of the calamities with which: we are afflicted. 6 5 
Theſe are not the ſpots of the children of God. 
They are crimes which cry loud for vengeance.— 
5 ſymptoms of more dreadful calamities approach. 
ing. Have we not reaſon to tremble before 
| God? Have we not reaſon to fear, that our 
iniquities are now full, and that the: time of g 
viſitation is at hand? 1 HY 
But is there no remedy left ? Ori is it too late 
bd © ia for relief?—No ; we have no reaſon to 
'  defpair. Our God is gracious and merciful, long- 
ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs. —While he 
warns us of our danger, he exhorts us to uſe the 
means of deliverance which his wiſdom has pro- 
vided. To us, brethren, it was no pleaſing office 
5 to dwell on the calamities and wickedneſs of the 
ö ; times; and, with fincere | Joy, we n now "he 
Y : vou. Tb | | 


1. 


1 II. To the means of deliverance; to the con- 
e ſſdexation of thoſe important e without which 
| there is neither mW nor e e j 


. 


. Ws muſt return to in the exerciſe 5 Ce 
„„ e „„ to 0 ar 0 


05 k 


N Kath as © bend of the cher: 


dutigs, to the performance. of which. I would 

now call you, becauſe I conſider faith as their - 
great and leading principle. Without faith, with- 

out the believing apprehenſion of divine merey, 


it is impoſſible to cheriſh one ſentiment of peni- 
tential tenderneſs, to feel one emotion of ſacred 


love, or to reform our conduct in any acceptable 


manner. By faith, I do not mean, a cold and ge- 
neral aſſent to the truth of the Chriſtian revela. 


tion; but a firm belief, that there is no accept- 
ance with God but through Jeſus Chriſt, attend - 5 
ed with ſuch an application of the doctrines and 


promiſes of the goſpel as produces, not only a ſin- 


| cere deſire to be found in Chriſt, but a conſtant N 
a univerſal ſubmiſſion to his will. tal 


our tranſgreſſions will lead us to Jeſus Chriſt. 
This exerciſe, however, is well calculated to lead 
us out of ourſelyes, and, by the bleffing of God, to 
impreſs our minds with the neceſſity of faith, in 
order to repentance, and the remiſſion of TY 
While, therefore, we ponder our former tranſgreſ- 
ſions, numerous. as the e the ground, enor- 


mous | 


# 


75 
PF 


1s) 


ſpect of magnitude; a rea by 
many uncommon circumſtances, let us endeavour 
to © believe'in the Son of God, that we may be 
_  fayed through faith in his name.” That God is 
willing to receive us, notwithſtanding. our many 
provocations, is evident from the whole tenor of 
the Scriptures, and from the whole courſe of Di- 
une Providence.—For what end are the offers of | 
7 ' mercy renewed from day to day? For whit end 
are the moſt ungrateful, who have often converts 
. ed the kindneſs of Heaven into an occafion of fin; 
1 5 invited into the divine preſence? For what end 
Ss the arm of avenging Juftice arreſted, and are po 
mercies heaped upon the guilty? For what end 
are calamities threatened, and judgments inflicted? 
For what end, but to convince men, that God 
takes no pleaſure in the death of the finner, but 
rather that he would turn unto him and live?” 
| Dare we then refuſe to comply with the intentions 
of our Supreme Benefactor in his word and in his 
in providence, by refuſing to take refuge in his mercy, 
„% and to hide ourſelves under the ſhadow of his 
F wings? Leet us at leaſt ſtir ourſelves up to fervent yy | 
ſupplication, and plead, that he would make Known. 
67 e ee 
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his power, in the faith id ocarvcriice) of men of 
every deſeription. Our country; our families, our 
own welfare demand from us the immediate per- 
' formance of this neceſſary and important duty. 
have ſpared Sodom for the ſake of ten righteous . 
perſons only, what will he not do for the ſake of a 
believing and penitent nation? Or if the greater 
| part ſhall continue in fin, and thus bring down 
the vengeance which they have long merited, yet a 

to thoſe who believe there ſhall be deliverance, 


If God, the all: merciful 


if not from preſent We at n. eons the 
evil to come,” e 


- 


«2 * 
72 [4 


mind with grief and horror. The miſery to which 


fin expoſes, is calculated to operate the ſame ef- 
fe, Collect all the evils to which humanity is 
, liable; bring forward every excruciating pang 
which imagination can figure; add to all, a dura- 
tion which cannot be exhauſted; and you will 


have ſome idex'of the puniſhment due to ſin. But 
1 JFF 


. 
. 4 


. Tri e of our fins ought to fill us with | 
grief. Sin is an evil ſo enormons in itſelf," and ſo 
defiling to the foul, that it may well inſpire” the 


0 
N 

I 
* 


| Pannen motives, however, than 8 
the fear of puniſhment, call us to the exerciſe of 
godly ſorrow; I mean the benefits of our unwea- - 
ried benefactc Not to ſpeak of his kindneis in 
| our original formation, even iv eee e | 
goodneſs is unbounded. It is for man 
continues to ſhed his genial — 

| the varying ſeaſons to unfold their beauties, and 
that the earth is adorned with graſs, and herbe, 
and flowers, and corn. E | 
appearances of nature, in the thu der, i 
peſt, in the earthquake, in che v lcano, all 
| miniſter to the ſtability of our en, We diſcern 1 
the traces of divine benignity.— But there is an 
exhibition of kindneſs infinitely more attractive 
redemption by Jeſus Chriſt What fervid ex. 
preſſion, can deſcribe ſufficiently our miſery b 
nature! To ſaꝝ of fallen man, that he is maimed, 
disſigured, fickly, ready to die, is to ſpeak far 
below the truth. The Scriptures repreſent him 

as © without God, without Chriſt, dead in fins, 


and ſubject to Math. But * in this God ma- 
T oY D | | we nifeſted | 


Few 


aged his love towards us, that he ſent his only 
u begotten Son into the world that we might lire 
— With what tenderneſs doth the 
Father of mercies ſolicit our acceptance of his 
bounty! Are not promiſes, exhortations, bene- 
fits, all employed to draw forth our love? What 
hath God left undone for his vineyard ?. Spite of . 


all, we continue to tranſgreſs, and © have turned 


every one to his own way.“ Behold then what 
may rend our hearts, though hard as an adamant 
ſtone. Can we ſuſtain the idea of rebellion againſt 
that tender parent, who has often guarded us from 
harm, and; times without number, loaded us with 
his bounty? Can we review our ingratitude to the 
God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt without bluſhing, and | 
without having our ſouls diſſolved into ſorrow? Let 
us be concerned then to obtain the ſpirit of holy 5 
contrition, that we may mourn for our iniquities, 
every family apart, and every individual apart. 
It is in the general diffuſion of this ſpirit, that we 
may hope to obtain deliverance from our preſent 


ö evils, and erage ON muna 1 
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conduct. We have all reſiſted God; and, if we 


Nen retain hate ver is a at m u, a8 men 


obedience to his will. This obedience.muſt begin ; 
in the heart. It is vain to aſſume the appearanees | 
of piety; and to declaim againſt the corruptions of 
the times, if the corruptions of the heart are ſpared. 
Our public vices cannot be cruſhed but in their 


firſt principles of life, the irregular deſires within 


us. Let us therefore · put off the old man;” and, 
as the apoſtle expreſſes it, put on the new man, 
« which after God is created in righteouſneſs and 


true holineſs.” Here, however, is a capital error, 
"into which we are in danger of falling. [Perſuad- 
ed by the evidence of the thing, and urged. by 
the earneſt expoſtulations of the Preacher of righ- 
teouſneſs, we readily allow, that a thorough re- 
formation is neceſſary; that our vices muſt be 
removed, and not reſtrained merely. We will 
even go the length of reſolving to forſake our 
ſins, and to cleave unto the Lord with all the 
* heart.—But here Wee many hours have 
1 284 9 5 rode h , ae 
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_ ane, adn efol J are forgotten, 
and our defires have returned into their former 
channel. We: perceive the good, and even ap- 
prove its excellence, but, fuch.is our inconſiſt- 
ency, we — VE yer eee 
our former inclinations. 1 
. eee having e commenced i in a me 5 
= converſation. We muſt turn 8 
« of us from the evil which he has committed; 
ve muſt keep the nn en and do 
oy this 


of: internal purity. if: the tree is n good, 
its fruits will be good likewiſe... 1 do not ſay, 
that the life of the Chriſtian will be free from 
an * condition of fail humanity does 
not this idea. The Chriſtian, however, 
3 in the law of the Lord, and will make 
it his ſtudy to have his life conformed to its 
precepts.. Would to Cod 1 were delineating 
the character of every individual in Britain, or 
even of a conſiderable proportion of the inha 
bitants. We i then cheriſh the hope of 
| a ſpeedy. 


0 . 
a \ ſpeedy Wee from our evils. The ſword 
of the Lord would' reſt and be ſtill: The ſeaſons! 
would become more e and the There" 1 
bring forth in abundance. Peep 
- Under God, much . upon parents als 
| maſters of families, to realize our defires of gene- 
EY ral reformation. The importance of knowledge 
to the happineſs of nations has been admitted by 
all wiſe and good men. But is it poſſible to cohxYHey 
knowledge i in a manner ſo pleaſing, or fo effeQual;. 
24 by the familiar inſtructions of thoſe whom 
Providence has entruſted with the government of 
families? It is id the domeſtic" cirele that the 
heart glows with affeQion; that the ſtrongeſt im- 
preſſions are communicated, and that the mind 
acquires its catlieſt and moſt laſting habits. There 
it is that men are moſt frequently formed to the 
| ſervice of God; and to the inattention of parents 
5 may a conſiderable portion of our public deptavity 
be traced; If the fields are neglected in the ſpring, | 
it is in vain to look for the fruits of autumn On 
the contrary,” weeds" of the moſt noxious kinds 
ſpring up and erhauſt the foil. How criminal 
then, thoſe 8 of families" who! train up 
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their children to every ene of ſinful indulgence, 
inſtead of labouring to frame their minds to che 


great principles of a religious life; who not only | 

uſe no means to inſpire their minds with horror at 
what is evil, but, by their looſe conduct, convey 

to them the diſmal i Inheritance of their ls and 

vices. 5 574; | 

To you. I A parents hn: 8 of 

youth, we look for aid in the neceſſary work of 


5 


general reformation. Think often and ſeriouſly 5 
of your charge; ; and, urged by love to your chil- 


dren, to your country, to the church, and to your 


God, ſet yourſelves immediately to the work of 


correcting the vices, and of forming the man- 
ners, of our deareſt and tendereſt hopes. You 
know your duty. You feel its importance. Lou 


| muſt not take counſel with fleſh and blood 
Would to God, that every man, in his o- S 


ſtation, would not only reform himſelf - and 
his houſehold, but uſe, all his influence with 
others, that the torrent of depravity may 
be Kemmed, and a univerſal change in the 


public mind age Without _ our an 


From 


1 
44 


| 5 3 v 5 
"Ven this duty, let none plead exemption. ' t The 
moſt obſcure individual, who fears the Lord, may 
A contribute in ſome way or other to this 
"FE object. His religion, his patience, h his 3 90 
ers at leaſt cannot be altogether i in vain. BEE is 
Let us then, my brethren, in the review 08 our ; 
1 exerciſe faith in God, preſent to him the i 
ſacrifices of a broken ſpirit, and be concerned to 
wortify the whole body of ſin.— But let us re- 
member. that theſe are duties which far exoced | 
the firength of fallen humanity; 0 that the Spirit e 
alone can enable us to perform them; that with- 1 
out bis preſence, reaſon, and ſcripture, and clo. 
Ws and mercies, and judgments will be of 
no avail, To unwearied diligence, let us add 
Kere ſupplication to the God of our Lord 
ws Chriſt, that be would haye mercy. upon 
us, and cauſe his Spirit to deſcend as a ſpirit BY 
of faith, of conttition, and of holineſs. « Briars 2 We 7 
he, and. thorns ſhall then no more cover the land 5 
0. of my people. We ſhall bring | forth the fruits : 
1 * of repentance. x Our Jeruſalem ſhall be. a quiet 
0 . a tabemacle that ſhall not de 
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